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THE STATE OF THE LAKE  
 

LAKE WATER CLARITY: Good. Relatively high secchi disk readings were observed this year in spite 
of record high water temperatures.  We are about four degrees F higher this year than at similar dates in 
2011. 
 

Date 
Time of 

Day Weather Conditions Water Surface Temp ( 0F ) 
Secchi Depth 

(ft) 
16-May 10:30 sun-lite wind - 15.0 
22-May 2:00 sun -moderate wind - 14.0 
31-May 10:30 part sun-lite wind 64.9 17.5 
5-Jun 2:45 cloudy-lite wind 66.9 18.0 
10-Jun 12:15 sun-lite wind 70.8 20.5 
19-Jun 2:00 sun-lite wind 72.3 15.0 
26-Jun 10:15 sun-calm 73.3 18.0 
4-Jul 10:00 sun-calm 81.1 16.0 
9-Jul 12:00 sun-lit wind 79.9 11.5 
18-Jul 9:50 cloudy-lite wind 79.0 9.5 
25-Jul 8:30 cloudy-moderate wind 77.3 9.5 
1-Aug 1:00 sun-lite wind 77.3 11.5 

     
 
 
CONSENT JUDGEMENT IMPLEMENTATION: Good.  As a result of the ongoing efforts by all 
parties, the hatchery discharge for 2011 was 47.7 lbs of phosphorus!  This is a major reduction from the 
175 lb P yearly limit and a far cry from the estimated 4321 lbs P in 1975!  Again a major success story!  
One that the PLIA can be extremely proud of!  YTD 2012 discharge is approximately 11.7 lbs P. 
 
As mentioned last year, this is GREAT NEWS, BUT……all future phosphorus reductions to Platte Lake 
will have to come from sources other than the Fish Hatchery.  We are getting some help from the state 
wide ban on phosphorus in lawn fertilizer.  Further reductions will have to come from the individual and 
collective things that people do to reduce their direct and indirect phosphorus discharge to the upstream 
watershed and Platte Lake.  Mike Jones of the Benzie conservation District and Dr. Canale will comment 
on several things that we can do as individuals to help as well as the status of phosphorus reduction 
projects we are involved in. 
 
FALL SALMON RUN: In Compliance. 15,018 adult coho were passed upstream from the lower weir. 
This was below the allowable 20,000. 377 Adult Chinook salmon were passed versus the 1000 allowed.  
 
PLIA/MDNR PROJECTS TO REDUCE PHOSPHORUS LOADING AND PROMOTE 
ONGOING LAKE RESTORATION:  Dr. Canale will be discussing and answering any and all 
questions as to the reasons why we are doing these projects, the details and expected results. 

 
1. Bi-Weekly sampling of Platte Lake and the tributaries. 
2. Bi-Weekly meetings with the MDNR, PLIA and Dr. Canale. 
3. Implementing a “Bio-Energetics Rearing Model” to optimize hatchery operations and minimize 

phosphorus discharge. 
4. Purchase additional automatic sampling equipment for future storm event monitoring in streams. 



5. Recalibrate the BASINS watershed model to extend to the upper watershed. 
6. Submitted a Platte River Watershed Protection Plan that is currently under review by the 

Michigan Dept. of Environmental Quality. 
7. Honor WWTP – Review and Groundwater Discharge Report. 
8. Conducting a Septic System Phosphorus Reduction Experiment with the DNR Using the 

Hatchery’s Septic System. 
9. Working with the Benzie Leelanau Health Department on Potential Septic System Alternatives. 
10. Native clam re-introduction demonstration project. 
11. Encouraging lakeside management practices that will help reduce your phosphorus load to Platte 

Lake. 
 
PLATTE LAKE/RIVER FISH PLANTS:  908,911 5.3 inch coho salmon were planted into the Platte 
River at the hatchery in 2012.  Additionally, 20,629 7.7 inch rainbow trout were planted this spring at the 
same location.  There were no 2012 Platte Lake fish plants. 
 
WHAT CAN YOU DO FOR PLATTE LAKE? (Other than pay your dues)  As mentioned last year, 
we must remove another 600 to 800 lbs P from the watershed to meet the 8.0 ug/l phosphorus 
standard!  This will require everyone to look at what they are doing and start acting in the best interest of 
Platte Lake. We must begin to make behavioral decisions based on all the evidence and facts to date to 
reduce the phosphorus load to Platte Lake. The MDNRE at this moment in time continues to more than 
meet its obligations. Our objective with the MDNRE is to keep them in compliance with the 
agreement…which they are.  Our main objective is to get everyone else around Platte Lake and in the 
upstream watershed to become knowledgeable and help us restore Platte Lake! We need people who want 
to make this their No. 1 priority. It is not something only a few can do; it requires the involvement of 
nearly everyone.  
 
As reprinted from previous years, there are things all of you can do now:  
 
1. Do not fertilize within 25 ft of the lake….it is the law. 
 
2. Use only phosphorus free lawn fertilizer….it is the law. 
 
3. When you mow the lawn, bag the clippings within 25 ft of the lake….it is the law.  We encourage you 
   to bag all the clippings in a further effort to reduce loading to immediate drainage. 
 
4.  Have your septic tank pumped every two or three years. 
 
5.  If you have an erosion problem….FIX IT! Maintain a green belt at the waters edge in an effort to 

help control erosion problems. When you harvest the green belt to remove phosphorus, deposit the 
material on a back lot, etc. so that the decayed vegetation cannot re-enter the lake. Also, ensure that you 
leave the root structure when cutting so you do not kill the plants.  

 
Again, we all can do something to directly help restore and maintain Platte Lake.  
 
Platte Lake appreciates your continued support! 
 
Thank You,  
 
 
 
 
Wilfred J. Swiecki  
President, PLIA 
 


